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I t  is  a  soft ,  p l iable  eraser  with a  dough- l ike consistency.  You canIt  is  a  soft ,  p l iable  eraser  with a  dough- l ike consistency.  You can

knead i t ,  s tretch i t ,  d iv ide i t  into pieces ,  and shape i t  into any form.knead i t ,  s tretch i t ,  d iv ide i t  into pieces ,  and shape i t  into any form.

I t  is  a lso referred to as  a  putty  eraser ,  bread eraser ,  or  kneadableI t  is  a lso referred to as  a  putty  eraser ,  bread eraser ,  or  kneadable

eraser .  Unl ike tradit ional  erasers ,  i t  does not  rub away graphiteeraser .  Unl ike tradit ional  erasers ,  i t  does not  rub away graphite

through fr ict ion –  instead,  i t  " l i f ts"  the graphite  off  the paper andthrough fr ict ion –  instead,  i t  " l i f ts"  the graphite  off  the paper and

absorbs i t  into i ts  structure,  much l ike  a  sponge.absorbs i t  into i ts  structure,  much l ike  a  sponge.

Fun fact :  I ts  name isn ' t  just  market ing.  Before the synthet ic  vers ionFun fact :  I ts  name isn ' t  just  market ing.  Before the synthet ic  vers ion

was invented,  19th-century draftsmen actual ly  used the crumb ofwas invented,  19th-century draftsmen actual ly  used the crumb of

fresh bread (without  the crust ) ,  kneaded into a  bal l ,  to  removefresh bread (without  the crust ) ,  kneaded into a  bal l ,  to  remove

excess graphite  and charcoal .  Today's  eraser  is  a  convenient ,excess graphite  and charcoal .  Today's  eraser  is  a  convenient ,

synthet ic  successor  to  that  c lass ic  baker 's  tr ick .synthet ic  successor  to  that  c lass ic  baker 's  tr ick .

I t  is  a  soft ,  p l iable  eraser  with a  dough- l ike consistency.  You can

knead i t ,  s tretch i t ,  d iv ide i t  into pieces ,  and shape i t  into any form.

I t  is  a lso referred to as  a  putty  eraser ,  bread eraser ,  or  kneadable

eraser .  Unl ike tradit ional  erasers ,  i t  does not  rub away graphite

through fr ict ion –  instead,  i t  " l i f ts"  the graphite  off  the paper and

absorbs i t  into i ts  structure,  much l ike  a  sponge.

Fun fact :  I ts  name isn ' t  just  market ing.  Before the synthet ic  vers ion

was invented,  19th-century draftsmen actual ly  used the crumb of

fresh bread (without  the crust ) ,  kneaded into a  bal l ,  to  remove

excess graphite  and charcoal .  Today's  eraser  is  a  convenient ,

synthet ic  successor  to  that  c lass ic  baker 's  tr ick .

What is a kneaded eraser?What is a kneaded eraser?What is a kneaded eraser?

What it  is used forWhat it  is used forWhat it  is used for

-  Extract ing prec ise highl ights  and ref lect ions (e .g . ,  in  the eye,-  Extract ing prec ise highl ights  and ref lect ions (e .g . ,  in  the eye,

strands of  hair ) .s trands of  hair ) .

-  L ightening and softening l ines without  completely  eras ing them.-  L ightening and softening l ines without  completely  eras ing them.

-  "Weakening"  a  sketch before further  work-  "Weakening"  a  sketch before further  work   

–  shading or  us ing markers .–  shading or  us ing markers .

-  Creat ing smooth tonal  transi t ions,  textures ,  and misty  ef fects .-  Creat ing smooth tonal  transi t ions,  textures ,  and misty  ef fects .

-  Working on del icate papers-  Working on del icate papers   

–  i t  won't  damage the surface.–  i t  won't  damage the surface.

-  Extract ing prec ise highl ights  and ref lect ions (e .g . ,  in  the eye,

strands of  hair ) .

-  L ightening and softening l ines without  completely  eras ing them.

-  "Weakening"  a  sketch before further  work 

–  shading or  us ing markers .

-  Creat ing smooth tonal  transi t ions,  textures ,  and misty  ef fects .

-  Working on del icate papers  

–  i t  won't  damage the surface.



-  Technical  drawing and precise ,  sharp correct ions,  a  regular ,  f i rm-  Technical  drawing and precise ,  sharp correct ions,  a  regular ,  f i rm

eraser  works better  here.eraser  works better  here.

-  Ink ,  f inel iners ,  or  markers ,  i t  won't  remove them, only  smudge-  Ink ,  f inel iners ,  or  markers ,  i t  won't  remove them, only  smudge

them.them.

-  Eras ing very  dark ,  heavi ly  pressed- in  tones (e .g . ,  9B)  i t  wi l l  l ighten-  Eras ing very  dark ,  heavi ly  pressed- in  tones (e .g . ,  9B)  i t  wi l l  l ighten

them, but  i t  won't  br ing them back to a  l ight  tone perfect ly .them,  but  i t  won't  br ing them back to a  l ight  tone perfect ly .

Note on paper type:Note on paper type:   

On rough,  textured paper (such as  vel lum) ,  a  kneaded eraser  pul lsOn rough,  textured paper (such as  vel lum) ,  a  kneaded eraser  pul ls

graphite  only  from the ra ised peaks of  the surface,  leaving thegraphite  only  from the ra ised peaks of  the surface,  leaving the

graphite  trapped in  the val leys .  You can use th is  purposeful ly  as  agraphite  trapped in  the val leys .  You can use th is  purposeful ly  as  a

textural  t r ick ,  but  i f  you need smooth,  even l ightening,  choose atextural  t r ick ,  but  i f  you need smooth,  even l ightening,  choose a

smoother  surface paper.smoother  surface paper.

Note on eraser quality:Note on eraser quality:

Cheaper kneaded erasers  may leave microscopic ,  greasy res idues onCheaper kneaded erasers  may leave microscopic ,  greasy res idues on

the paper.  These wi l l  show up on scans or  pr ints  as  unpleasant ,the paper.  These wi l l  show up on scans or  pr ints  as  unpleasant ,

l ighter  "smudges" .  I f  you are drawing for  reproduct ion,  invest  inl ighter  "smudges" .  I f  you are drawing for  reproduct ion,  invest  in

reputable  brands (e .g . ,  Faber-Castel l ,  Pr ismacolor ,  Cretacolor) .reputable  brands (e .g . ,  Faber-Castel l ,  Pr ismacolor ,  Cretacolor) .

-  Technical  drawing and precise ,  sharp correct ions,  a  regular ,  f i rm

eraser  works better  here.

-  Ink ,  f inel iners ,  or  markers ,  i t  won't  remove them, only  smudge

them.

-  Eras ing very  dark ,  heavi ly  pressed- in  tones (e .g . ,  9B)  i t  wi l l  l ighten
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graphite  only  from the ra ised peaks of  the surface,  leaving the
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smoother  surface paper.
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the paper.  These wi l l  show up on scans or  pr ints  as  unpleasant ,

l ighter  "smudges" .  I f  you are drawing for  reproduct ion,  invest  in

reputable  brands (e .g . ,  Faber-Castel l ,  Pr ismacolor ,  Cretacolor) .

What it  is NOT used forWhat it  is NOT used forWhat it  is NOT used for



Before you start  –  a lways warm up the eraser  in  your hands,Before you start  –  a lways warm up the eraser  in  your hands,

kneading i t  unt i l  i t  becomes soft  and pl iable .  Then,  shape i tkneading i t  unt i l  i t  becomes soft  and pl iable .  Then,  shape i t

according to your needs:according to your needs:

-  -  Ball  or  cyl inder (stamping) :Bal l  or  cyl inder (stamping) :  Press  i t  onto the paper –  the longer Press  i t  onto the paper –  the longer

you hold i t ,  the l ighter  the result .  Perfect  for  round ref lect ions,  l ikeyou hold i t ,  the l ighter  the result .  Perfect  for  round ref lect ions,  l ike

the ones in  an eye's  pupi l .the ones in  an eye's  pupi l .

-  -  Sharp point /  t ip (precision erasing) :Sharp point /  t ip (precision erasing) :  Shape a  th in ,  b lunt  point  to Shape a  th in ,  b lunt  point  to

l i f t  l ight  from f ine detai ls  –  indiv idual  hairs ,  eyelashes,  or  th in l ines.l i f t  l ight  from f ine detai ls  –  indiv idual  hairs ,  eyelashes,  or  th in l ines.

-  -  Cushion /  f lat  pad ( large areas) :Cushion /  f lat  pad ( large areas) :  F latten the eraser  and g l ide i t F latten the eraser  and g l ide i t

over  large surfaces.  To achieve a  grainy texture (e .g . ,  for  sk in orover  large surfaces.  To achieve a  grainy texture (e .g . ,  for  sk in or

c louds) ,  press  i t  onto the paper and tear  i t  of f  abrupt ly .c louds) ,  press  i t  onto the paper and tear  i t  of f  abrupt ly .

The artist 's  golden rule:The artist 's  golden rule:

Divide your eraser  into two separate "zones" .  Use one s ide (e .g . ,  theDiv ide your eraser  into two separate "zones" .  Use one s ide (e .g . ,  the

t ip)  exc lus ively  for  pul l ing the br ightest  h ighl ights ,  and the othert ip)  exc lus ively  for  pul l ing the br ightest  h ighl ights ,  and the other

s ide for  l ightening the background.  This  way,  you won't  t ransfer  d ir ts ide for  l ightening the background.  This  way,  you won't  t ransfer  d ir t

into the areas that  need to remain pure white .into the areas that  need to remain pure white .

Before you start  –  a lways warm up the eraser  in  your hands,
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s ide for  l ightening the background.  This  way,  you won't  t ransfer  d ir t

into the areas that  need to remain pure white .

How to use itHow to use itHow to use it



1.  Draw your sketch us ing a  hard penci l  (H/B) .1 .  Draw your sketch us ing a  hard penci l  (H/B) .

2 .  Before shading –  weaken the out l ines with the kneaded eraser2.  Before shading –  weaken the out l ines with the kneaded eraser

(us ing the stamping method)  so they aren' t  too harsh.(us ing the stamping method)  so they aren' t  too harsh.

3.  Apply3.  Apply  shading u shading u s ing a  soft  penci l  (e .g . ,  4B,  6B) .s ing a  soft  penci l  (e .g . ,  4B,  6B) .

4 .  At  the very  end –  pul l  out  the highl ights  us ing the kneaded eraser4.  At  the very  end –  pul l  out  the highl ights  us ing the kneaded eraser

(making sure to use a  c lean,  wel l -warmed part ) .(making sure to use a  c lean,  wel l -warmed part ) .

1 .  Draw your sketch us ing a  hard penci l  (H/B) .

2 .  Before shading –  weaken the out l ines with the kneaded eraser

(us ing the stamping method)  so they aren' t  too harsh.

3.  Apply  shading us ing a  soft  penci l  (e .g . ,  4B,  6B) .

4 .  At  the very  end –  pul l  out  the highl ights  us ing the kneaded eraser

(making sure to use a  c lean,  wel l -warmed part ) .

Optimal workflowOptimal workflow   

(step by step)(step by step)

Optimal workflow 

(step by step)

-  Store i t  in  a  box or  wrapped in  fo i l  –  i t  gathers  dust  i f  lef t  out  in-  Store i t  in  a  box or  wrapped in  fo i l  –  i t  gathers  dust  i f  lef t  out  in

the open.the open.

-  When i t  turns grey –  s imply  knead i t ;  the dir t  gets  "hidden" ins ide.-  When i t  turns grey –  s imply  knead i t ;  the dir t  gets  "hidden" ins ide.

Refreshment tr ick:Refreshment tr ick:   

Before you decide i t 's  too dirty  for  l i f t ing f ine highl ights ,  gent lyBefore you decide i t 's  too dirty  for  l i f t ing f ine highl ights ,  gent ly

stretch i t  out  s ideways l ike  p izza dough,  then fo ld i t  back together .stretch i t  out  s ideways l ike  p izza dough,  then fo ld i t  back together .

This  mot ion "br ings"  the dir tyThis  mot ion "br ings"  the dir ty  graphite  to  new surface graphite  to  new surface s ,  reveal ing as ,  reveal ing a

bit  of  c leaner  mater ia l  ins ide.bi t  of  c leaner  mater ia l  ins ide.

-  Do not  wash i t .  When i t  becomes completely  b lack ,  hard,  and loses-  Do not  wash i t .  When i t  becomes completely  b lack ,  hard,  and loses

i ts  e last ic i ty  –  i t 's  t ime for  a  new one.i ts  e last ic i ty  –  i t 's  t ime for  a  new one.

-  I t  softens in  heat  and hardens in  cold –  th is  is  completely  normal .-  I t  softens in  heat  and hardens in  cold –  th is  is  completely  normal .

-  Store i t  in  a  box or  wrapped in  fo i l  –  i t  gathers  dust  i f  lef t  out  in

the open.

-  When i t  turns grey –  s imply  knead i t ;  the dir t  gets  "hidden" ins ide.

Refreshment tr ick:  

Before you decide i t 's  too dirty  for  l i f t ing f ine highl ights ,  gent ly

stretch i t  out  s ideways l ike  p izza dough,  then fo ld i t  back together .

This  mot ion "br ings"  the dir ty  graphite  to  new surfaces ,  reveal ing a

bit  of  c leaner  mater ia l  ins ide.

-  Do not  wash i t .  When i t  becomes completely  b lack ,  hard,  and loses

i ts  e last ic i ty  –  i t 's  t ime for  a  new one.

-  I t  softens in  heat  and hardens in  cold –  th is  is  completely  normal .

How to care for it :How to care for it :How to care for it :

Beginners  and advanBeginners  and advan cc ed art ists  a l ike.  I t  is  ed art ists  a l ike.  I t  is  papa rt icular ly  useful  withrt icular ly  useful  with

soft  penci ls  (B–6B) ,  charcoal ,  sanguine,  paste ls ,  and on del icatesoft  penci ls  (B–6B) ,  charcoal ,  sanguine,  paste ls ,  and on del icate

papers.papers.

Beginners  and advanced art ists  a l ike.  I t  is  part icular ly  useful  with

soft  penci ls  (B–6B) ,  charcoal ,  sanguine,  paste ls ,  and on del icate

papers.

Who is it  forWho is it  forWho is it  for
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